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Doc. RNDr. SERGEJ MOCHNACKY, CSc. — 50 years

Well known East Slovak botanist and expert mainly in weed flora and
vegetation, doc. RNDr. SERGEJ MOCHNACKY, CSc. was born in August 18, 1953
in Snina. After basic school in villages Ruské and Velka Polana he continued in
his studies at high school in Snina and Bardejov. From the 1972 he started to
study biology and chemistry at the Faculty of Sciences, P. J. Safarik University
in Kosice. He graduated in 1976 and for the short time he took position of
teacher at high school in TrebiSov and later position of assistant at the University
of Veterinary Medicine in KoSice. Ten years period of his scientific work in the
Institute of Experimental Biology and Ecology, Slovak Academy of Sciences,
detached unit in KoSice started from 1978. He collaborated on landscape
ecological research of East Slovak Lowland and was responsible for
investigation of flora and vegetation in this territory. Doc. MOCHNACKY has his
organisational skills fully used since 1988, when he became a director of the
Botanical Garden, P. J. Safarik University in Kogice.

In 1981 doc. MOCHNACKY obtained the first degree — RNDr. in the Faculty of
Sciences, P.J. Safarik University in KoSice, in 1988 the second degree — CSc.
[PhD.] in the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava. In his PhD work “‘Segetal
vegetation of East-Slovak Lowland” he utilised rich experiences and results of
many years phytocoenological field work on agrocoenoses of East Slovak
region. Doc. MOCHNACKY habilitated in 2000 in the Faculty of Forestry, Technical

University in Zvolen with work “Syntaxonomy of segetal communities in
Slovakia”.
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Results of his work were published in more than 50 papers [see bibliography].
In monograph “Plant communities of Slovakia. 2. Synanthropic vegetation.” doc.
MOCHNACKY syntaxonomically evaluated segetal communities of Slovakia. Doc. -
MOCHNACKY is also external teacher at the Faculty of Sciences of his Alma
Mater. Within the Institute of Biological and Ecological Sciences he has gave
lectures on systematics of vascular plants, systematics of non-vascular plants,
plant ecology, conservation and formation of environment, and phytocoenology.
He supervised 10 diploma works and 2 works for obtaining a RNDr. degree.

Beside scientific work and teaching doc. MOCHNACKY has gave a lot of time to
the various scientific-organisation activities. In the 1990 under his leadership the
Botanical Garden in KoSice started to publish international botanical journal
Thaiszia. Like editor in chief he prepared 12 volumes of this journal with 19
numbers. He is a member of consultative committee of several botanical
gardens and from the year 2000 he is a chairman of the Association of
Arboretums and Botanical Gardens of Slovakia. He actively works also in Slovak
Commission of Biological Olympiad and in scientific societies — both Slovak and
Czech Botanical Society [member of working group of synanthropic flora and
vegetation] and in Slovak Ecological Society [leader of working group of
population ecologyl].

Doc. MOCHNACKY during half century of his life accomplished a lot of work in
the field of botany, ecology and teaching. Gratifying is that he is full of energy,
dash and new plans for the future.

Dear Sergej, on behalf of your colleagues and friends | wish you strong health,
much success in your botanical work and felicity in life. Keep your cordial,
optimistic and friend nature for the next fifty years!

IVAN JAROLIMEK
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